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It is with a great sense of pride and happiness that 
I welcome you to the 40th Anniversary Year of the 
Cayman National Choir. I would like to give a 
special thank you to Her Excellency the Governor, 
Helen Kilpatrick, for her ongoing support and 
encouragement as our patron. It is fitting that in 
this anniversary year we have joined not only with 
the Cayman National Orchestra once again, but 
also our wonderful Cayman Youth Choir - National 
Choir members of the future! 

As many will know, our choir is a community choir 
in every sense of the word. It is created from 
members of the community for the enjoyment of 
our community. We do not require an audition to 
join, but look for commitment, enthusiasm and a 
willingness to be challenged. These are the key 
components of our choir. We very much fulfil the 
philosophy of the growth mind-set with the 
attitude when starting a new and challenging work. 
'We can't do it .... YET'! The satisfaction of 
performing to a high standard and providing 
enjoyment for all keeps us moving forward and 
pushing for greater things.  

Message from 
the director

All of our events are planned to reach out to our 
audiences - YOU - thank you! Without your support 
we would not exist! We are grateful to all our 
sponsors for this special year and I personally 
would like to thank the members of the Choir Board 
and Orchestra Committee, whose hard work behind 
the scenes is second to none. I couldn't do it 
without you. We truly are a team, dedicated to 
making high quality music together and for our 
country. 

I feel strongly that musicians are far more than 
entertainers and music is more than entertainment.
The first people to understand how music really 
works were the ancient Greeks. The Greeks said 
that astronomy and music were two sides of the 
same coin. Astronomy was seen as the study of 
relationships between observable, permanent, 
external objects, and music was seen as the study 
of relationships between invisible, internal, hidden 
objects. It is a way of making sense of the big, 
invisible moving pieces inside our hearts and souls 
and understand how they all fit together. It is music 
and musicians who will help you find that inner 
sense of harmony and happiness. 

Now I would like to invite you to take this evening to 
close your eyes, open your hearts and relish the 
music we share with you. I hope you will leave with 
calm in your spirit and joy in your heart. 

Sue Horrocks

4 0  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  C A Y M A N  N A T I O N A L  C H O I R0 2

Sue Horrocks



"It is music and musicians 
who will help you find that 
inner sense of harmony 

and happiness" 

A graduate of Cambridge University in Music and Education, Sue 
Horrocks has lived in Cayman since 1992. At Cambridge she 
sang under Stephen Cleobury (Director of Kings College Chapel 
Choir) in the Cambridge University Chorus, performing regularly
in Kings College Chapel. At the Festival Hall and the Royal Albert 
Hall she sang under Sir David Willcocks, from whom many of her 
choral influences stem.  

Sue became the Musical Director of the Cayman National Choir 
nineteen years ago (next year will be her own 20th anniversary!) 
and founded the Cayman National Orchestra in 2002, which 
celebrates its fifteenth anniversary this year. 

As Head of Junior School at Cayman Prep and High School Sue 
has made her mark as a committed educator and in addition to 
primary teaching she has taught flute, piano and woodwind, in 
her own time, for 22 of the 25 years she has lived in Cayman.  

An accomplished flautist she has played at many charity events, 
weddings and musical recitals and she has appeared in more 
than 30 productions at the Prospect Playhouse. She was 
awarded the Cayman National Cultural Foundation National Arts 
& Culture Awards, Gold Award for Creativity in 2013, 'for her 
contribution to Cayman's arts community as a musician, actor, 
leader and educator'. 

BIOGRAPHY 
Sue Horrocks
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In 2011, she was awarded the very special 
distinction of being named a Paul Harris Fellow by 
The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International for 
her work as an educator, actor and particularly as 
Director of Cayman National Choir and Orchestra 
as well as her contributions to Cayman 
HospiceCare, for whom she has composed 
original music for choir and orchestra for Voices 
for Hospices and other Hospice concerts and 
events. 

Sue remains passionate about music and 
education and is busy setting up her own Primary 
School which she hopes will become a beacon for 
the Arts and all-round excellence here on the 
island. 



 "The Cayman National Choir & 
Cayman National Orchestra, under the 
superb direction of Sue Horrocks, have 

been integral to the development of the 
Cayman Arts Festival"

a message from her excellency the governer 
Helen Kilpartrick 
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Patron of the Cayman National Choir

The Cayman Arts Festival (CAF) has at its heart the artistic cross- 
fertilisation between visiting international artists and locally based 
performers. CAF's founders believed that this was an effective way of 
leaving an indelible mark on the cultural fabric of the Cayman Islands 
well after the conclusion of each successive CAF event. In this regard, the 
Cayman National Choir (CNC) and Cayman National Orchestra (CNO) 
under the superb direction of Sue Horrocks, have been integral to the 
development of the Cayman Arts Festival since its launch in 2004 when 
the opening and grand finale events saw the orchestra giving memorable 
performances of Mozart's Jupiter Symphony and Orff's Carmina Burana 
to in collaboration with the visiting international artists. CAF would like to 
congratulate CNC and CNO on their 40th anniversary as we look forward 
to several more years ahead of fruitful partnership.

a message from Glen Inanga 
Co-Founder of the Cayman Arts Festival



The Cayman National Choir (CNC) was founded by 
Dr. E.M. (Mel) McCoy in 1977 (the inaugural concert 
marked the Queen’s Silver Jubilee). He was musical 
director and conductor until he resigned in 1989. 
He died in 2005 and the CNC sang at his funeral in 
Northside. His mission was to bring choral classical 
music to Cayman singers and audiences - a task 
that he admitted was not without its challenges. 
Two of the original members, Zeta Bodden and 
Merrell McCann, still sing with the choir today.  

In the early nineties the baton was taken over by 
Fred Burton, with Stephanie Williams as the 
accompanist. The choir had some sixty members 
and was often able to invite professional musicians 
from the Orpheus Symphony Orchestra of South 
Florida to perform with them. 

In 1995 Bob Chapman took over the role as 
musical director and Stephanie Williams continued 
as the accompanist. The Christmas concerts at the 
Elmslie Memorial Church became a popular fixture 
in the Christmas Calendar and the choir’s 
performance at the Rotary’s lighting of the 
Christmas tree outside the new court building 
became another traditional Cayman event. 

A Brief History of the 
Cayman National Choir

"...it looked as if the choir 
might fold, but Sue Horrocks 
offered to stand in as the 
choir's Musical Director until 
someone else was found..."

In 1996 the concert progamme included an 
evening of opera with guest soloists at the Harquil 
Theatre. The Orpheus Ensemble was still visiting as 
guest players for concerts and Sue Horrocks, 
playing the flute, was amongst the local musicians 
who joined the orchestra. 

When Bob Chapman left to return to the UK in 
1998 it looked as if the choir might fold, but Sue 
Horrocks offered to stand in as the choir's Musical 
Director until someone else was found. Fortunately 
for the choir she stayed, and in the last nineteen 
years has inspired the choir to reach new 
horizons.  
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2002 saw the choir’s 25th anniversary celebrated 
with a gala black tie dinner at the Grand Pavilion 
and a two date concert at the Harquil Theatre. The 
programme opened with an uplifting interpretation 
of Haydn’s Gloria, accompanied by Fred Burton on 
the violin.   

In more recent years the choir has performed as 
part of the Cayman Arts Festival alongside famous 
international singers and musicians. Outstanding 
performances at the Arts Festival include Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana (2004) conducted by Wayne 
Marshall, Mozart’s Requiem with Ronald Corp and 
the London Chorus and Juilliard School soloists 
(2013), and soloists from the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra (2016). The LPO pieces, which were 
specially arranged for choir and brass, included 
Gabrieli’s beautiful O Magnum Mysterium. Other 
memorable major works over the years have 
included Faure’s Requiem (2007), Mozarts Requiem 
(2013) and Haydn’s Nelson Mass (2014). 
Although major classical choral works have been 
highlights, under the baton of Sue Horrocks the 
concert repertoire has been extended to include 
Caribbean music and more popular pieces with 
choral adaptions which appeal to a wider 
audience.  

Since 2009 CNC have sung at the moving, candlelit, 
‘Light up a Life’ concert every Christmas for 
Cayman Hospice Care, and they perform regularly 
at the Pink Ladies Christmas Bazaar.  

"it is a diverse group that 
welcomes singers of all ages, 
nationalities and ability" 

CNC is a voluntary organization with no paid help 
and no outside funding and currently has some
fifty members. The president is Marius Gaina, the 
musical director is Sue Horrocks and the 
accompanist is Naomi Allnutt. Although the choir 
includes professional musicians and experienced 
singers it is a diverse group that welcomes singers 
of all ages, nationalities and ability. Some members 
don’t read music, but with commitment to weekly 
rehearsals and practice are able to fully participate. 
The National Choir is a part of the community and 
open to everyone, with no auditions required and 
new members are always welcome. Rehearsals are 
at Cayman Prep Primary School on Mondays 7.30- 
9.00 pm. 

At the choir’s inaugural concert in 1973 Governor 
Thomas Russell said, “It is not the aim of the 
Cayman National Choir to compete with existing 
choral organizations, but to permit the assembly of 
singers from whatever source or organization for 
national occasions.” That spirit holds as true today 
as it did forty years ago.    
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Naomi Allnutt started playing piano and violin at ages 5 & 7 and 
from a young age she only wanted to be a musician. She started 
her studies at the Royal College of Music Junior Department, aged
16, studying piano with Mark Swartzentruber. At the University of 
Manchester she took violin tuition from Peter Cropper. 

Naomi Allnut 
Accompanist 2015-present
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Stephanie has played a major role in the history and growth of 
the Cayman National Choir. She was our valued and dependable 
accompanist for 21 years until she left Cayman to return to 
Jamaica in 2008. An accomplished musician, Stephanie was the 
Music Advisor for schools and devoted a lot of her time and 
expertise in developing the successful National Children's Festival 
of the Arts, ensuring that high standards of performance were 
promoted and rewarded amongst all school-aged students in 
Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac in all areas of the arts. 

Stephanie was part of the backbone of our choir. Her tremendous skills as an accompanist and 
at reading my mind, made our partnership musically enjoyable, and her laughing 'hoots' from 
behind the piano at some of our attempts at trickier passages always brought a smile to our 
faces - especially mine. Her commitment, musicianship and humour never waned throughout 
the 21 years we worked together. It was a very special partnership.

Stephanie Williams 
Accompanist 1986-2008

After graduating in 1999, Naomi began teaching at Cheslyn Hay High School and was a teacher 
at Torquay Girls' Grammar before becoming acting Head of Music at Churston Ferrers 
Grammar School where she directed prize winning string groups, orchestras and choirs. 

Naomi relocated to Cayman, with her husband, Simon and their chocolate labrador Willow and 
is a music teacher at John Gray High School. She is co-directing the Cayman Arts Festival string 
programme and has been accompanying the Cayman National Choir since 2015.   

Following her graduation with Bachelor of Music, Honours, Naomi 
decided to continue with post-graduate studies at Manchester
Metropolitan University and the Royal Northern College of Music.
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The Cayman  Youth Choir
The Cayman Youth Choir, conducted by Ems Melland, provides enthusiastic and talented young 
singers with the opportunity to perform a variety of choral music. It helps young members to 
improve their personal growth by teaching skills such as sight singing, vocal tone, choral technique 
and team work.   

Members, who are aged from 11-12, come from schools all over the island, including Cayman Prep,
John Gray, Hope Academy, St. Ignatius, CIS and George Town Primary. Over recent years the Youth 
Choir has performed at the Camana Bay Tree Lighting Pink Ladies Bazaar, Rotary Club Tree lighting, 
RCIPS Awards Ceremony, Cayman Arts Festival Fringe and governors reception, Red Sky at Night and 
Serve Our Youth Day. 

Ems Melland became conductor of the Cayman Youth Choir in 
January 2014. She trained at the Junior Royal Academy of Music and 
at the age of 16 won the regional voice prize for the National Junior 
English Song Competition. At the University of Sheffield she 
specialized in voice under the instruction of Jennifer Westwood. The 
passion that Ems has for working with young people, combined with 
her love of music, has shaped her career. Ems is a music teacher at 
Cayman Prep & High Primary School, where she has built-up thriving 
infant and junior choirs.



The Cayman  National 
Orchestra

The Cayman National Orchestra was founded by Sue Horrocks in 2002 when, 
as an experienced flautist herself, she realized that there was an abundance of 
musical talent on the island that was not being tapped into.  Up until that time 
a great deal of effort and money had been spent bringing musicians from 
North America to accompany the National Choir. The time had come for 
Cayman to have its own National Orchestra 

 of Music and larger choral works such as Mozart's Requiem, Haydn’s Nelson Mass and Borodin 
Polovtsian Dances.

Now celebrating its 15th anniversary the orchestra is going from strength to strength under the Artistic 
Directorship of Sue Horrocks and her recently appointed conductor Jonathon Taylor. 

Jonathan studied composition at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester before becoming 
the Musical Director of the Greater Manchester Police Band in 2012. He has composed, arranged and 
directed music for a wide range of occasions including directing welcoming fanfares for Her Majesty the 
Queen. As a performer he plays piano, percussion and brass and currently teaches for Musicians Ltd 
here in Grand Cayman. 

The first official performance of the new 
orchestra was, fittingly, at the Cayman 
National Choir's 25th Anniversary Concert in 
2002. Since then they have delighted 
audiences with performances which have 
included the Hebrides Overture, Schubert's 
Unfinished Symphony and  Rossini's 
Overture to The Girl from Algiers, to name 
but a few. Many successful partnerships 
have continued with Cayman National Choir
for lighter events such as a Singalong Sound  

Now celebrating their 15th year
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HEAR FROM OUR CURRENT MEMBERS 

"I joined the choir in 2007 after hearing 
about it from a co-worker, because I 
love to sing! Little did I know that joining 
the choir would lead me to meeting my 
now husband just a year later. We now 
have a son who we refer to as our 
choir baby - he also loves to sing too!" 
Monique Henry 

"Singing with a choir has been a part of 
my life since the age of 10, so it was 
really important to me that this could 
continue whilst living in the Cayman 
Islands. Joining the CNC was one of the 
first things I did when I moved here, and 
it definitely helped me to settle in and 
make new friends. I don't sing because 
I'm happy - I'm happy because I sing!" 
Rebecca Wall 

"I have been a member of CNC since 
2010, and derive great joy from both the 
music and also the wonderful sense of 
camaraderie between the members. For 
90 minutes every Monday evening, the 
music is all that matters. It's like a RESET 
button. I cast aside the trials of the day 
when I walk into rehearsal, and I leave 
invigorated and refreshed." 
Penny Williams

I  CAST ASIDE THE TRIALS OF 

THE DAY WHEN I  WALK INTO

REHEARSAL, AND I  LEAVE 

INVIGORATED AND REFRESHED



Original Members

I joined the Cayman National choir on the first day of rehearsal at 
3pm on a sunny Sunday in January 1977. It was at the Elmslie 
Memorial Church under the directorship of Dr. Mel. McCoy.  Our 
first performance was a celebration concert for Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee in George Town, town hall in June of that 
year. 
Since then I have performed in every concert without a break, 
including visits to the USA and Cayman Brac, and I have served on 
the executive committee as president, secretary and other positions 
including public relations. 
I enjoy singing with the choir because of the opportunity to sing a 
wide and varied repertoire of music. My favorites are the Hallelujah 
Chorus, Climb Every Mountain, Mozart’s Requiem and the variety of 
classical, Christmas and Caribbean music we sing.  

A few words from two special choir members who have been singing with the choir 
since its conception
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Eziethamae Bodden

I was in the choir at my church, but I wanted to develop my talent 
(it was a dream) and so I was thrilled to join the Cayman National 
Choir when I was twenty one. It was my first opportunity to get 
involved in the community and it was an honor to sing at the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee concert. The National Choir gave me a new 
outlook on life and introduced me to many genres of music which I 
am still enjoying today. I have two daughters, Monroe and Mercy, 
who I will educate to carry on this beautiful music.  

Merrell McCann
"The National Choir gave me a new outlook on life"



Saturday, 27th May  - ARC Camana Bay 
Steve Higgins & Friends 

Cayman National Choir & Cayman National Orchestra 

ANNIVERSARY EVENTS

Thursday, 1st June  - Marriott Ballroom 
40th Anniversary Concert 

Cayman National Choir, Cayman National Orchestra 
& Cayman Youth Choir 

Monday, 10th September 
 ‘Come and Sing’ 

Cayman National Choir First Rehearsal  

October 
‘Voices for Hospices’   

November 
Cayman National Choir Anniversary Celebration 

Pink Ladies Christmas Bazaar 
Camana Bay Tree Lighting 

December 
Cayman Hospice Care ‘Light up a Life’ 

Annual Christmas Concert at Elmslie Church  





FOUNDER OF THE CAYMAN 
NATIONAL CHOIR

MR MUSIC MAN -DR E. L. (MEL) MCCOY 

Dr. Mel McCoy, singer, conductor, teacher and 
musician, founder of the national choir, was born 
in Old Man Bay in 1919. From an early age had a 
natural talent for music, teaching himself to play 
the old pump organ in the Old Presbyterian 
Church in North Side. He left Cayman to work and 
continue his higher education and musical 
development in Canada in 1953 and stayed for 
twenty years. On his return to Cayman in 1973 he 
founded the National Choir at the suggestion of 
the governor, Mr. Thomas Russell. The choir’s 
first public performance, at the George Town Hall 
on 23 June, 1973, was for the celebration of the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee.  the celebration of the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee.   

ON HIS RETURN TO CAYMAN IN 1973 
HE FOUNDED THE NATIONAL CHOIR 

AT THE SUGGESTION OF THE 
GOVERNER, MR. THOMAS RUSSELL. 

Governor Russell said then, “It is not the aim of the 
Cayman National Choir to compete with existing 
choral organizations, but to permit the assembly of 
singers from whatever source or organization for 
national occasions.” 

Under Dr. McCoy’s leadership the choir grew to a 
membership of over eighty singers, performing 
concerts that included Bach, Beethoven, and 
Mozart with Handel’s Messiah presented twenty 
times. But twelve years later, with a dwindling 
number of members he resigned, citing a lack of 
interest shown by the listening public in the 
classical and liturgical music performed by the 
group. After moving to Miami in the mid 1990’s he 
returned to Cayman where his health declined and 
he succumbed to Alzheimer’s. He died in the Pines 
in November 2005.  It was fitting that the Cayman 
National Choir he had founded thirty one years 
earlier sang at his funeral in North Side. 

"Under Dr. McCoy's leadership, the choir 
grew to a membership of over 80 singers"


